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John 8:12- Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk
in darkness, but will have the light of life.”

I AM THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD

We had a STELLAR VBS celebration in July. The kids got together to learn about Jesus’ light in the world.
Sometimes I think VBS is a great place for adults too! Why, you ask? Well, we get to see our kids soak in the
word of God, we see their eyes light up when we connect Jesus to their lives. And the best part is they are
reminded of the light they carry to others.

In our sanctuary, you will see the east wall covered with one of the VBS banners and stars around the
banner that represent the kids’ God sightings they were encouraged to look for. In our baptismal calling we
are given Christ’s light to glorify our God in heaven. What a beautiful way to represent Christ’s light in the
world by marking their God sightings on stars. Some stars are millions of miles away yet we can see their
light, faded or bright. But Christ’s light is all around us. It is in creation, in the sun, in you and in me, and in
our kids!

We have a Stellar God who has called us each by name to share Christ’s light in the world. What are the
God sightings you find in your life? How do you share Jesus’ light in the world? We talked with our children
about how we treat one another and one of the most important ways we do that is to recognize the light we
carry and “Shine Jesus’ Light” to those around us. What a beautiful world it would be if we looked for Christ’s
light in one another?!

So as you come to worship, think about how you have seen Christ’s light shine in the world and in those
around you. Take a moment to acknowledge the good someone has done for you and it does not have to be
a grandiose thing. It can be as simple as a compliment of someone’s smile or their signing. Compliment our
council members who work so hard in leading our church. Compliment a parent who has done the
unthinkable, sometimes, in the challenge of getting their family up and to hear the Good News of Jesus in
worship with us. Compliment our VBS leaders, helpers, and the “director of chaos,” Karie, who put this
beautiful reminder together for our children. Finally, compliment our kids for being present and acknowledge
the light they bring to us. Our kids need to hear that from us too.

So go, my friends, and “Shine Jesus’ Light” in all that you do!

In Christ,
Pr. Sta��



Dear Members and Friends of St. John’s,
During this 150th year of St. John’s ministry, we’ve been looking at our “ancestry, our family
tree,” so to speak.
St. John’s has a cemetery. It is located at the end of Memorial Lane, a road to the west off J,
just north of the S and J junction. Since the Town of Little Suamico didn’t establish Riverside
Cemetery until 1878, there was no other place to bury unless interment was done on the home
property. St. John’s Cemetery was active into the 20th century, until a decision was made to
cease burials there and move existing graves to the Riverside Cemetery in the 1940s. There still
are some existing graves on the original site so it will always be considered a cemetery. It has
returned to nature, but there are flowers there that still bloom, lovingly planted a century ago
by families tending their loved ones’ graves.
And then there’s the name issue: Are we St. John’s or St. John? Our first constitution was in
German and translated as St. John’s Lutheran Church. In 1964, a new constitution was adopted
with the name of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church. Then along came Pastor Kilde, with
knowledge of German, who convinced us the name should be St. John and St. John was placed
on the outside of the new church in 1975. Everything else, including the road sign, said St.
John’s. When asked, Pastor Zamzow, who lived the German language, said they’re both
correct! It seems languages in that part of Europe don’t have a possessive. It is the farm of
Schwartz, not Schwartz’s farm. This means we can be the Church of St. John, or St. John’s
Church; we have chosen St. John’s. The letters spelling St. John on the now Fellowship Hall
rotted away with time and were removed so we are once again St. John’s, everywhere.
A statue of the risen Lord stood on the altar in the little white church for decades, along with a
Crucifix. In 1968, the Crucifix and statue of Jesus were replaced with a plain cross, representing
the Resurrection. In 1970, at the annual meeting there was “a lengthy discussion” on whether
to have the statue of Jesus or the cross on the altar. (It is unknown why both items couldn’t be
on the altar together.) The cross won by a 21-14 vote. The next mention of the statue is in
August 1971, when the congregation voted to elevate the statue on a 6” pedestal. No mention
of the date of the statue’s return to the altar was found, but it is believed Pr. Kilde moved it
after his arrival in late 1970. The statue remained on the altar until our present sanctuary was
built and the new altar was free-standing. The statue went into storage again. Multiple
fruitless discussions were had about safe placement for display in various areas of the building.
This year, the statue is out of the darkness once more in Fellowship Hall, a reminder to shine
Jesus’ light.
In Christ,
Betty Stevens

2023 Council Information:
Betty Stevens- President Curt Anschutz- Building & Grounds Liaison
Tracey Krumrei- Vice President Barb Dorn- Technology Team Liaison
Shellie Virtues- Secretary Sara Beth Holman- Stewardship Team Liaison
Steve Larsen- Treasurer Michelle Marchand- Outreach Team Liaison
Pastor Stacy Malzhan Rob Urbaniak- Youth & Education Team Liaison



Church Events & Updates

This year we are very excited to be celebrating the 150th Anniversary of

St. John's Lutheran Church!

Please be sure to take a look at our website as we are sharing some

pictures, history, fun facts and other great things about St. John’s under

the 150th Anniversary Tab!

If you take any pictures during Worship or at other Church Events, please be sure to email
them to the office at: stjohnsls@stjohnlittlesuamico.org or text them to Pastor Stacy or
Karie Peters so we may add them to our Church History for an updated collection!

mailto:stjohnsls@stjohnlittlesuamico.org






Dolly Parton's Imagination Library is officially in Little Suamico!

The Imagination Library is a program that was started by Ms. Parton to provide
books for children. Each month, DPIL mails a free book to every registered child
in an eligible area from their birth until their 5th birthday. With the support of the
St. John's community, the 54141 zip code is now a part of the program! While
the Dollywood Foundation covers a majority of the expenses, it currently costs

the local affiliate $2.26 per child each month. The July and August noisy
offering will help to offset these costs.

If you have any questions about registering a child or donations,
contact Nikky Urbaniak at dpil54141@gmail.com or (920) 393-7834.

Thank you for helping children in our area learn to read!







Basket Donations are Needed for the Auction!

Here are some ideas~
Relaxation Basket -

soap, candle, loofah, scents, aromatherapy, essential oils

Coffee Basket

Summer Fun Basket - chair, small cooler, outdoor games

Fire Pit Basket -
small fire pit with s'mores making stuff or flame color changers

Fall Basket - fall towels, fall decor etc..

Italian Dinner Basket - pasta, sauce, wine, cheese

Night Out Basket

Men’s Basket

Grilling Basket

Gourmet Basket -
chocolates, infused olive oils, fancy garnishes, premier cheese

Free Night of Babysitting

Electronics - bluetooth speaker, earbuds

Golf Basket– tees, certificates, golf balls, gloves

Car Basket -
wax, interior cleaner, tire cleaner, wash mitt, towel, bucket

If you want to donate some items that can be used in a basket we would love those as well.
We also need gently used or new baskets to be donated.

Volunteers are needed to assist with set-up. Please let Tammy Yager or any member of the Auction Team know.

Thank you!
The Auction Team





Kyah Ann DeBauche
Daughter of Jasey Jicha & Kyle DeBauche
Sponsor: Jarek DeBauche

Taya Lynn Dequaine
Daughter of Jaelyn & Brett Dequaine
Sponsors: Ryan Hogan & Marissa Hogan

Talia Marie Dequaine
Daughter of Jaelyn & Brett Dequaine
Sponsors: Travis Dequaine & Jasey Jicha

Mia Connie LaCourt
Daughter of Samantha & Marty LaCourt
Sponsors: Tiffany Koski & Casey Cardinal

Brett Carlton Dequaine
Father of Taya & Talia
Sponsors: Taya & Talia Dequaine

Congratulations and Many Blessings from your
St. John’s Family!





Youth & Education

Rally Sunday is September 17th!
Registration Forms will be available soon!



~The LYO is open to all Teens grades 6th through 12th Grades~

Harvest Fest:

Saturday, September 23rd- 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Our LYO will be hosting a table and selling Pulled Pork Nachos for an LYO Fundraiser!
All LYO Members are expected to volunteer to help!
An email will be coming out soon to sign up!

Breakfast Club Outing:
Saturday, August 26th; 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
We will be gathering for breakfast and then volunteering at:
Oconto Humane Society
Club takes place from 8:30-12:30.
Meet at church at 8:30 a.m.
Travel to a local restaurant for breakfast.
Volunteer from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
Return to church at 12:30 p.m.
Email, text or call Miss Karie to sign up no later than August 19th to participate.

LYO Bible Study

Sunday, August 27th
Following Worship in the LYO Room downstairs.



What a STELLAR Week at VBS!

We had a GREAT week filled with fun, laughter and a whole lot of learning about

Jesus! THANK YOU to the AMAZING Volunteer Team who made VBS the most

STELLAR week of the Summer for the kiddos!

VBS Rocks!



New Member Breakfast- Sunday, September 24th!
Join us as we welcome the newest members of our St. John’s Family!

While children are ALWAYS welcome in our sanctuary during worship, we
know that sometimes parents prefer to have their children in a nursery or

playroom while they attend. Parents also sometimes prefer to listen with their
children from another area of church during service.

In the past, we have offered a staffed nursery as an option to our families, and
we would like to offer this once again. If you would be interested in

participating in this wonderful ministry on a rotating basis, please let Karie in
the church office know. Attached is also a link for where you may sign up. We

would like to have a group of volunteers numerous enough to allow for a
4–6-week rotation. Our goal is to begin this ministry as soon as possible.

Thank you!
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Lwq9G8JKCyaSZMbxV97ApUqYe_WZeHjvEKwWgfWmTxU/edit?usp=sharing

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Lwq9G8JKCyaSZMbxV97ApUqYe_WZeHjvEKwWgfWmTxU/edit?usp=sharing


Weekly Play Group
Thursdays, 9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.

All children are welcome! Join us!

Please let the o�ce know if you or someone you
know is interested in participating!







Kingdom Come Food Pantry
Helping Hands, Helping Others

Pray for Kingdom Come Food Pantry and Kingdom Come Resale Shop. The Board of Directors,
Managers, Volunteers, and Clients, appreciate your prayers.

Make a financial donation so the programs of Kingdom Come may continue to help others.
Donations can be mailed or dropped off at Kingdom Come, 520 N. Locust St., Oconto Falls, WI
54154. Or, you can make a secure online donation through PayPal using a credit card or your
PayPal account.

Shop with others in mind and give donations of groceries, personal care and household
items or clothing. Leave your donations with any supporting churches or bring them to the
pantry site on Tuesdays from 9am-6pm. If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to call.
(920) 604-2729

Donate your time and talents. On Mondays we need workers to repackage items, stock
shelves, and do other various onsite tasks. On Tuesdays help is needed to assist with
registration, stock shelves, walk with clients as they shop, as well as other assorted jobs. If
you are interested in volunteering at the Food Pantry or Resale Shop, please contact us by
phone, mail, or email to ask questions or let us know you are coming to assist.

What to shop for/donate:

Non-Perishable Foods
Canned Meats Juice
Canned Fruits Pasta
Canned Vegetables Cereal
Boxed Dinners Tuna
Baked Beans Eggs
Canned Pasta Soup/Stew
Peanut Butter Sugar
Pancake Mixes Sauerkraut
Cake Mixes Baking Mixes
Pudding Mix Jell-O Mixes

Personal Care Items
Body Wash Bar Soap
Shaving Cream Razors
Shampoo/Conditioner Diapers
Toothbrush Toothpaste
Deodorant Feminine Products

Household Items
Toilet Tissue Facial Tissue
Paper Towels Toilet Brush
Toilet Bowl Cleaner Napkins
Dish Detergent All-Purpose Cleaners

Please Note: Food items may be used by Kingdom Come for up to 1 year past the “Best By” date.

There is a shopping cart in the Narthex to collect items as well as a list of items to take
along when you go shopping. Thanks to everyone who has donated so far!



Also In Our Church

Upcoming Meeting Dates (Meetings take place after Worship Service in the Sunday School Wing.)

August 6 October 15
September 17 November 19

All women of the church are welcome to attend! Our meetings are filled with discussion and decision
making about how WELCA may best support our church, the local community and the greater community
and world. Please join us!





In our Community



The Shepherd’s Kids Preschool, a Christian-based preschool located just off Lineville Road
between Howard and Suamico, is presently taking registrations for the 2023-24 school year.

From our
Friends at
St. Pius😄



Augus� 2023
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1

11:30am
OCCA
Meal Site

2 3

6:30pm
Council Mtg

4

Office Closed

5

6pm
AA Meeting

6

9am
OUTDOOR
Worship Service
Temple Talk- Betty S.
10:15am
Fellowship Hour
WELCA Meeting

7

6:30pm
B&G Team
Meeting

8

11:30am
OCCA
Meal Site

9 10 11

Office Closed

12

6pm
AA Meeting

13

9am
Worship Service
Temple Talk-
Nancy Valentine

10:15am
Fellowship Hour

14

Office Closed

15

Office Closed

11:30am
OCCA
Meal Site

16

Office Closed

17

Articles for
Newsletter Due

18

Office Closed

19

6pm
AA Meeting

20

9am
Worship Service
10:15am
Fellowship Hour

21
Red Cross
Blood Drive

5:30pm
Worship
Team
Meeting

6:30pm
IRS
Book Club

22

11:30am
OCCA
Meal Site

5:30 pm
Y&E Team

23 24 25

Office Closed

26

8:30am
LYO Breakfast
Club

6pm
AA Meeting

27

9am
Worship Service
Hymn Sing!

10:15am
Fellowship Hour
LYO Bible Study

28 29

11:30am
OCCA
Meal Site

30

6:30pm
Wildfire
Worship

31

5:30pm
150th
Anniversary
Team Meeting





Service in the Church
MONTHLY FELLOWSHIP SERVICE GROUPS

January
Nancy Valentine

Eric & Mary Ellen Hansen
Lorna Koch

Michelle Marchand
Nancy Moes

Bev & Dennis Possley
Renee Possley
George Zahorik

February
John & Mary Warren

Ashley Bloom
Len & Diana Brickett
Doug & Jenn Cassel

Scott & Tammy Kissinger
Dennis & Peg Mueller
Paul & Terri Poradek

March
Curt & Sindi Anschutz

Mike & Beth Babik
Paul Delzer

Tim & Julie Eichman
Vic & Sandy Heitzkey
Mark & Joanne Risso

Shari Seidl
Rick & Nikki Yedica

April
Doug & Helen Malueg
Donn & Marie Behling
Dan & Kelly Deau

Jake & Nicole Dembroski
Shaun & Alana Eder
Brett & Holly King
Tom & Barbara King

Todd & Roxanne Kissinger
Scott & Amy Spaude

May
Pam & Tracey Krumrei

Jerry & Sara Arndt
Darrell & Carol Brehmer
Dan & JMarie Freis

Arlene Giese
Pam Giese

Ralph & Judith Kleczka
Fran Koski

Lisa Rosenberg
Rick Rosenberg

June
Bill & Lee Hoeft

Tim & Brenda Bloom
Brian & Natasha Chapman

Nick & Kim Dunks
Jan Francies
Janet Heider

Bruce & Betsy Russell
Kevin & Wendy Smith
Jerry & Kathie Surges
The Urbaniak Family

Jenny Yakes

July
Roger & Eunice Redlin

Jim & Joni Holtz
Bill & Kay Kissinger
Bruce & Jan LaSota
Megan Raymaker

Sam & Brenda Walkowiak
Janet Wiegman

August
Tim & Karen Heimerl

Clayton & Brenda Kutska
Robert & Melissa Luedtke
Riley & Chuck McDermid
Darrell & Chris Naze
Ken & Susy Pagel

Chad & Kelly Stellmacher
Greg & Tammy Yager

Ken Yost

September
Duayne & Pat Rosenberg

Pat Bastian
Travis & Renee Falkowski

Stephanie Hakkila
Jim & Brooke Hilbert

Todd & Sara Beth Holman
Steve & Angie Larsen

Larry Schmidtke
Dave Zimmerman

October
Dave & Ginny Burkart

Joe & Lauri Cahoon-Draus
Bill Foster

Rob & Nancy Gleffe
Bill & Kelly Heier

Michael & Kim Mahr
Peggy Miller-Ponschock

Susan Mittelstaedt
Bob & Linda Slaby

November
Jerry & Michelle Cooper

Andy & Barb Dorn
Robin Schmit Dorn

Roger & Cheryl Lambert
Tom & Chris Lemke
Tim & Karie Peters

Tyler Sager
Diana Sefcik

Mike & Barbara Seiltz
Beth Wentz

December
Pat & Shellie Virtues

Peggy Bennett
John & Dawn Demeny

Doris Fleck
Earl & Shirley Habeck

Julie Kroupa
Sharon Schultz
Betty Stevens

Brian & Anne Virtues

Thank you to our July 2023 Service Group!



Faithful Servants for August
Worship Assistants are Needed for August Services.

Please see the sign-up sheet in the Narthex.
Sunday
August 6

Sunday
August 13

Sunday
August 20

Sunday
August 27

Sunday
Sept. 3

Acolytes Volunteer
Needed

Volunteer
Needed

Volunteer
Needed

Volunteer
Needed

Volunteer
Needed

Communion
Assistants

Two Needed Two Needed Two Needed Two Needed Two Needed

Communion
Steward

Ginny Burkart Lorna Koch Shellie Virtues Chris Naze Helen Malueg

Greeters Nick & Kim
Dunks

Barb Dorn
One Needed

Walkowiak
Family

Tim & Karie
Peters
Grace Wagner

John Warren
One Needed

Reader Kim Dunks Betty Stevens Shellie Virtues Sindi Anschutz Pamela Krumrei

Scrip
Volunteers

Steve & Angie
Larsen
Susan
Mittelstaedt

Steve & Angie
Larsen
Susan
Mittelstaedt

Steve & Angie
Larsen
Susan
Mittelstaedt

Steve & Angie
Larsen
Susan
Mittelstaedt

Steve & Angie
Larsen
Susan
Mittelstaedt

Ushers Dave
Zimmerman

Steve & Angie
Larsen

John Warren

Lorna Koch

Andy Dorn

John Warren

Tracey &
Pamela Krumei

Pat & Shellie
Virtues

Jerry & Michelle
Cooper Family

Technology
Team

None Needed
Outdoor Worship

Doug Malueg Barb Dorn Nikky Urbaniak None Needed
Outdoor Worship

Welcome
Center

Chris Naze John Warren Nancy
Valentine

Lee Hoeft Eunice Redlin

Offering
Counters

Kelly
Stellmacher*

Julie Eichman

Barb Dorn*

Rob & Nancy
Gleffe

Barb Dorn*

Dave & Ginny
Burkart

Doug* & Jenn
Cassel
Michelle
Marchand

Betty Stevens*

Barb Dorn*

Please let Karie Peters know if you would like to join any Worship
Assistant rotations for upcoming services.

● Nursery Coverage during Worship
● Communion Assistants



From the Church Office

Now that the Lighthouse is sent online, make sure to update your email with the church so you don’t miss
any of the important information going out to members . Please either write your information on one of the
green cards located in the pews or send an email to the church office. Thank you!

Please be sure to send your September Lighthouse submissions to the church office no
later than August 17th!

Go� Bles�!


