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Habakkuk 3:19
“GOD, the Lord, is my strength; he
makes my feet like the deer’s;
he makes me tread on my high places.”

Greetings, Members and Friends of St. John’s,

During Covid, a friend introduced me to Joyce Meyer, a very successful evangelist whose TV programs
and books I find very helpful. In Trusting God Day by Day she writes, “We all go through situations in life
– some bad, some good. Many times, we think the phrase ‘I’m going through something’ is bad news,
but if we view it properly, we realize ‘going through’ is good; it means we are not stuck! We may be
facing difficulties, but at least we are moving forward.’”

Isaiah 43:2 says, ‘When you pass through the waters, I will be with you, and through the rivers, they will
not overwhelm you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be burned or scorched, nor will the
flame kindle upon you’ (emphasis added). God’s Word is clear: we will go through things . . . that’s
reality. But the things we go through are the very circumstances, challenges, and situations that make
up people who know how to overcome adversity.

We must choose the right attitude toward our challenges. We may have to do what’s right for a long
time before it ‘pays off’ . . . but if we stay faithful, good results will come.”

We are now into the year Forward24. Just a little over 2 years ago, St. John’s engine was idling as we
emerged from Covid. In that short time, we have moved forward, restarting programs and ministries,
adding members, and becoming more active in the community. St. John’s is definitely not stuck!

We will have ups and downs in 2024, and our job is clear: Keep going forward with the Spirit’s guidance,
trusting God no matter how difficult it is because He will be with us. We will move forward with praise
and thanksgiving and faith.

In Christ,
Betty Stevens



Income & Worship Attendance Summary December, 2023

Actual Current
Month

Budget Current
Month

YTD Actual YTD Budget YTD Actual vs
Budget

Total Offerings $19,382.74 $12,241.67 $144,028.83 $146,900.00 ($2,871.17)

Total Income $25,113.05 $12,241.67 $202,548.13 $146,900.00 $55,648.13

Total Expenses $21,611.05 $17,398.40 $252,905.70 $196,875.02 ($56,030.68)

Profit/Loss
Net Cash
Increase/(Decrease)

$3,502.00 ($5,156.73) ($50,357.57) ($49,975.02) ($382.55)

Average Weekly Attendance for December (In-person attendance only) 92

Please feel free to contact the church office for a complete financial report.

2024 Council Information:
Sara Beth Holman- President, Stewardship Liaison Curt Anschutz- Building & Grounds Liaison
Tracey Krumrei- Vice President Michelle Marchand- Outreach Team Liaison
Shellie Virtues- Secretary Amy Spaude
Barb Dorn-Financial Secretary, Technology Team Liaison Betty Stevens- Outreach Team
Pastor Stacy Malzhan Rob Urbaniak- Youth & Education Team Liaison





Worship Schedule

Wednesday, February 14, 2024
6:30 p.m.

Dinner Church

“Taste & See: That the Lord is
Good”

Held in the Fellowship Hall
6:00 pm

Wednesday, February 21
Wednesday, February 28
Wednesday, March 6
Wednesday, March 13
Wednesday, March 20



Youth & Education

Sunday School
Sunday School takes place following Worship until 11:00 am
every Sunday. Children ages 3 and up are welcome to attend!
Children are always welcome to bring a friend as well! Please
see Miss Karie if you have any questions.

~The LYO is open to all Teens ages
6th through 12th Grades~

LYO Breakfast Club
Saturday, February 17th- Painting the LYO Room!!!
Saturday, March 16th- Volunteer at Kingdom Come Food Pantry

LYO Bible Study
Sunday, February 18th
Sunday, March 17th
Following Worship in the LYO Room downstairs.

Confirmation (Now Called Club 9!)
3:00 pm - 6:00 pm
Sunday, February 4
Sunday, March 3

LYO Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser-
The LYO will be hosting a Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser on Tuesday, February 13th. We will need help with
setting up, serving & clean-up. Look for the email that was sent on Monday, January 29th for more
information and to sign up to help!

JOIN US FOR A FAT TUESDAY SPAGHETTI DINNER!!!!

⬇





Way to go, LYO!!! Congratulations on sponsoring a child in need for TEN YEARS!



From Miss Karie~
I had the AMAZING opportunity to travel to New Orleans the week of January 16th to attend the ELCA’s
2024 Youth Leader Extravaganza Conference. This is my first time attending the annual conference and I
would not have been able to go without the TREMENDOUS support of our Brotherhood, who donated $1000
toward my trip, and an extremely generous congregation member who covered my airline ticket with personal
miles. I cannot possibly thank you all enough! And thank you, members of St. John’s, for all of your support,
encouragement, enthusiasm for our Youth Ministry Programs and for allowing me to be away from the office
for the week. I have learned SO much, met SO many wonderful people, connected with an incredible number
of resources and look very much forward to putting my new knowledge into action!
Here are the Classes/Workshops I attended at the Extravaganza-
I enrolled into a 2 day Intensive Care Course led by a faculty member from Luther Seminary. This class

took place on Wednesday and Thursday for a total of 12 hours. The course I chose was “Listening,
Experimenting, Discerning: Leading Strategically in Unpredictable Times” and was led by Dr. Terri Elton,
Professor of Leadership and Dean of Academic Affairs at Luther. Pastor Stacy attended this class with me
which was really cool as we could explore some of the biggest goals and challenges specifically related to St.
John’s Youth Programs together!

Course Description: As ministry challenges become increasingly complex and environmental conditions are
less predictable, how do we as ministry leaders plan for the future? In today’s world the importance of strategic
planning has not changed, yet traditional strategic planning methods were not designed for today’s dynamic
circumstances. In this course, participants will explore strategic planning practices designed for unpredictable
environments. Participants will learn about these practices as they work on their specific ministry challenges.

I also attended numerous workshops throughout the remaining days, in addition to six General Sessions,
dinner with Luther Seminary Grads & Faculty and a wonderful lunch with some of our local Synod youth
leaders. Some of the workshops I attended were:
● Dream Beyond: Graduation to Campus - Rev. Cassandra Lamb, University Lutheran Center Campus Pastor

Explore how to best send high school students from congregations to campus ministries. Helping students dream
beyond their current faith community and to connect with a LuMin (aka: Lutheran Campus Ministry) site has the
potential to set them up for success in the next chapter of their lives. We will also consider how congregations can best
stay connected during this transition and launch young people into their "second third" of life. In order to make this
dream a reality we need the partnership of congregations and youth ministry professionals to help high school students
dream beyond their “right now” to their next step, which just might be a campus.

● Integrating AI for Effective Youth Ministry - Rev. Michael Jannett, Assistant to the Bishop for Formation and
Communication in the Southeastern Synod. This workshop is designed to equip youth ministers with practical
knowledge on leveraging artificial intelligence (AI) to enhance their mission of making disciples for Jesus. In just



one hour, participants will explore the potential applications of AI in youth ministry and discuss ethical
considerations for its responsible use. They will discover how AI can personalize discipleship, provide data-driven
insights, optimize resources, and enhance outreach and engagement. Through interactive discussions and real-life
case studies, participants will gain a deeper understanding of how AI can support their ministry efforts. The
workshop will also provide hands-on guidance, enabling participants to identify AI opportunities, select appropriate
tools, and develop an action plan for implementation. By the end of the session, youth ministers will be empowered
to integrate AI effectively and take their youth ministry to new heights of impact and relevance.

● The Now and the Not Yet-The Soul of Your Leadership: A Liminal Journey Space - Tending to Self and the
Institution - Dr. Kris Bjorke. You. Leader. Person of Faith. Standing between so many things. Older and younger
people. The world as God intends and the world as it is. Connecting. How do you continue to do this work in this
day and age? What does it look like? How do you continue to grow? What do you do with your doubts? —So many
demands of today's children, youth and family ministers is about managing the multiple demands internally and
externally in your life. This workshop is about learning about how to live in liminal space. Liminal comes from the
Latin word “limen” meaning threshold. You are neither here nor there, but in a state of inbetween. Let’s explore this
place together as this is often where we are most teachable and most open to what God has for us.
Utilizing the wisdom learned from many other thought leaders including Susan Beaumont, Ruth Haley Barton,
Dwight Zscheile, Andy Root and many years of ministry—we will but scratch the surface but hopefully start a
conversation that will leave you curious for more.

● 5 Approaches to Developmentally-Appropriate Children’s Messages - Dawn Rundman, Ph.D. with 1517 Media
Children’s messages may last only a few minutes, but they deserve careful thought, theological grounding, and
creativity. Dawn will present five approaches for writing and delivering children’s messages that can connect with all
kids. Using storytelling, visuals, movement, and more, participants will practice ways to deliver children’s messages
that stick with kids (and adults too).

● Dreaming of Bringing the Mountaintop Home - Taryn Hauglie, Assistant Director of Christikon
Ever peak a mountain? If you have, you feel like you’re on top of the world. The euphoria, the adrenaline, and the
views for miles can be hard to beat. Avid climbers can in time start to experience “peak fever” – always chasing that
rush they feel when they reach the summit. In a similar way, youth can feel that same mountaintop feeling, whether
they attend the Gathering, go to camp, or participate in a service-learning trip. These experiences bring youth up the
mountain and closer to God, so how can we bring that mountaintop feeling back home with us after the trip? How
can we sustain the community that is built during these monumental experiences in an inclusive way? Where can we
find little mountaintops in our own front yard?

● Center Your Dreams - Rev. Marc Mohr. A combination of self care and spiritual connectedness with Jesus, this
workshop will focus on mandalas. Mandalas start on the outside and move towards the center, this workshop can be
great to integrate into your ministry with youth and adults alike. What are your dreams for the youth, what you do in
life and how you can move forward in the future? Come and explore the mandala and how your dreams relate to
God.

And the best part? I am able to view recorded sessions of the other workshops I am interested in! (Workshops
were offered in specific blocks each day, so many difficult choices for in person attendance had to be made!
LOL) I cannot wait to continue my learning journey in the weeks ahead!
Beyond Policy: Empowering the Faith Community to Prevent, Recognize and Respond to Child Abuse and Sexual Assault
Making the Shift: A Practical Approach to Innovating Ministries
Listening for Transformation: Crafting Relevant Youth Ministry Frameworks
A Safer Tomorrow – Not Just a Dream
Dreaming of Radically Relevant Faith Formation
Nurturing Faith Communities



Family Ministry Outings

Join us Palm Sunday weekend to see the scriptures
come to life through music, dance and drama.

Bring your family to experience this inspiring production
celebrating the joyous time when Our Lord walked the earth.

You are there in the bustling seaside
as Jesus calls The Twelve, witness the first miracle at the

wedding at Cana, his compassionate teachings
and the victory of the Resurrection.

Opening Night Discount
7:00 pm March 21

Adult and Senior $10 • Student $6

We will enjoy dinner together before the show!
Please let Karie in the Office know if you would like to attend.

Tickets sell out quickly!

Ticket orders due to Karie no later than February 11th!



Get your tickets TODAY!!!!
From Nikky Urbaniak: “I'm excited to announce our very first in-person fundraiser! Grab your family and friends
and join us for a fun night! Come on out for a baseball game and support Dolly Parton's Imagination Library -
Little Suamico! On Thursday, June 13th, we'll be heading out to cheer on the Rockers at Capital Credit Union
Park. Tickets are $15 and include a hat! A portion of the proceeds from each ticket will go directly into funding
books for children right here in our community! All donations stay local. You MUST use the link below or the QR
code for the special pricing...Dolly Parton's Imagination Library should show up on your ticket information in your
cart. We hope to see everyone there!
http://tinyurl.com/2ceswads

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Ftinyurl.com%2F2ceswads%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1sNjryEL2PwiyJvtFOljiI0G774H91INh3Y00O-AdQ5MJVinfFd2Vbg1A&h=AT30UwEJhaCXQVg-l5ZG37K3XGvrEZvcjUS-NVTb8SDlZCO7U7IAbUH9eDDzPW56uHdyGnW7t8duqhECLCz0flqRUEzQruotb6ZFY_ldO1BP9KwvOi6iVI2YI6SlNDde0ijD&__tn__=-UK-R&c[0]=AT2GMlo8QImCVZsEaaxrZgV-WVXft2F-EipmPNYDV9GCPDLeJ4vaX4DI8SfB1oZWbNbA2HCZ3JZSNVF8BUhwt7YhqlXJ3bMGt9Klt2EGKNhBxftdYJFo3gGorIriG7LNMowL3wVj13Qx_LfLvzZIvz6QMe0Vub3PxK5KomTzRXkhWaxEz_5t


We invite you to support our ministry partner,
Crossways Camps, with year end gifts by

answering God’s
Invitation to Love. Your generosity ensures
campers continue to be met with a wide

welcome and make
meaningful memories together. Crossways is a

powerful faith-centered experience for all!
Visit God's Invitation to Love | Crossways

(crosswayscamps.org) to learn more, or scan
the QR code above.

https://www.crosswayscamps.org/invitation
https://www.crosswayscamps.org/invitation






A Note of Thanks from our Ecumenical Thanksgiving Worship Collection Recipient



Oconto County Commission on Aging Meals

Served every Tuesday at St. John’s
Open to EVERYONE age 60 and over (younger spouses also welcome). NOT Income Dependent.

Please call the office if you would like to join us! (920) 826-7785



In our Community



Februar� 2024
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2
Office Closed

3
6pm
AA Meeting

4
8:00am,
Echoes of Faith Rehearsal
9:00am
Worship Service
10:15am
Fellowship Hour
Sunday School

2:00pm,
Shawano Conference
Annual Meeting

3:00pm-6:00pm
Club 9

5

5:30pm
Worship Team
Meeting

6:00pm,
Chimes Choir
Rehearsal

6

10:30am,
Gentle Fitness
Class

11:30am
OCCA
Meal Site

7 8 9
Office Closed

10
6pm
AA Meeting

11
8:00am,
Echoes of Faith Rehearsal

9:00am
Worship Service

10:15am
Fellowship Hour
Sunday School
WELCA Meeting

12

6:30pm,
Building & Grounds
Team Meeting

13
10:30am,
Gentle Fitness
Class
11:30am
OCCA
Meal Site
5:30pm,
LYO Spaghetti
Dinner
Fundraiser

14
Ash Wednesday

6:30pm,
Worship
Service

15

Articles for
Newsletter Due

16
Office Closed

17
LYO Breakfast Club

9:00am,
Council Retreat

6pm
AA Meeting

18

9:00am
Worship Service

10:15am
Fellowship
Sunday School
LYO Bible Study

19
Presidents’ Day

6:00pm
IRS Book Club

6:00pm, Chimes
Choir Rehearsal

20

10:30am,
Gentle Fitness
Class

11:30am
OCCA
Meal Site

21

6:00pm,
Dinner Church

22 23
Office Closed

24

10:00am,
Darrell Naze
Visitation

12:00pm,
Darrell Naze Funeral

6pm
AA Meeting

25

9:00am
Worship Service

10:15am
Fellowship
Sunday School

26 27
10:30am,
Gentle Fitness
Class
11:30am
OCCA
Meal Site

5:30pm,
Y&E Team

28

6:00pm,
Dinner Church

29 1
Office Closed

2





Service in the Church

January
Roger & Eunice Redlin

February
Nancy Valentine

Jessy & Jacqueline Haid
Jim & Joni Holtz
Bill & Kay Kissinger
Keith & Karen Kolstad
Bruce & Jan LaSota

Megan Raymaker
Sam & Brenda Walkowiak
Keith Werner
Janet Wiegman

Eric & Mary Ellen Hansen
Lorna Koch

Michelle Marchand
Nancy Moes

Bev & Dennis Possley
Renee Possley
George Zahorik

March
John & Mary Warren

April
Curt & Sindi Anschutz

Ashley Bloom
Len & Diana Brickett
Doug & Jenn Cassel
Scott & Tammy Kissinger

Dennis & Peg Mueller
Paul & Terri Poradek
Erin Willis

Mike & Beth Babik
Paul Delzer

Tim & Julie Eichman
Darrin & Alyssa Evans

Vic & Sandy Heitzkey
Mark & Joanne Risso

Shari Seidl
Rick & Nikki Yedica

May
Doug & Helen Malueg

June
Pam & Tracey Krumrei

Donn & Marie Behling
Dan & Kelly Deau
Jake & Nicole Dembroski
Shaun & Alana Eder

Brett & Holly King
Tom & Barbara King
Todd & Roxanne Kissinger
Scott & Amy Spaude

Jerry & Sara Arndt
Tina Bergh

Darrell & Carol Brehmer
Dan & JMarie Freis

Arlene Giese
Pam Giese

Ralph & Judith Kleczka
Fran Koski

Desiree Kozlovsky
Lisa Rosenberg
Rick Rosenberg

July
Bill & Lee Hoeft

August
Tim & Karen Heimerl

Tim & Brenda Bloom
Brian & Natasha Chapman
Nick & Kim Dunks
Jan Francies
Janet Heider
Bruce & Betsy Russell

Kevin & Wendy Smith
Kathie Surges
The Urbaniak Family
Larry & Lynne Wirtz
Jenny Yakes

Clayton & Brenda Kutska
Robert & Melissa Luedtke
Riley & Chuck McDermid

Darrell & Chris Naze

Ken & Susy Pagel
Chad & Kelly Stellmacher

Greg & Tammy Yager
Ken Yost

September
Duayne & Pat Rosenberg

October
Dave & Ginny Burkart

Pat Bastian
Travis & Renee Falkowski
Stephanie Hakkila
Jim & Brooke Hilbert

Todd & Sara Beth Holman
Steve & Angie Larsen
Larry Schmidtke
Dave Zimmerman

Joe & Lauri Cahoon-Draus
Bill Foster

Rob & Nancy Gleffe
Bill & Kelly Heier

Michael & Kim Mahr
Peggy Miller-Ponschock

Susan Mittelstaedt
Bob & Linda Slaby

November
Pat & Shellie Virtues

December
Jerry & Michelle Cooper

Peggy Bennett
Dennis & Dawn Brouillard
John & Dawn Demeny
Doris Fleck

Julie Kroupa
Sharon Schultz
Betty Stevens
Brian & Anne Virtues

Andy & Barb Dorn
Robin Schmit Dorn

Roger & Cheryl Lambert
Tom & Chris Lemke
Tim & Karie Peters

Tyler Sager
Diana Sefcik

Mark & Barbara Seiltz
Beth Wentz

Thank you to our January 2024 Service Group!



Please let Karie Peters know if you would like to join any Worship Assistant rotations for upcoming services.

Snow Removal Assistance Needed
Please contact the church office or
Sign up on the sheet in the Narthex

Faithful Servants for February
Worship Assistants are Needed for February Services.

Please see the sign-up sheet in the Narthex.
Sunday
Feb. 4

Sunday
Feb. 11

Sunday
Feb. 18

Sunday
Feb. 25

Sunday
March 3

Acolyte Brayden
Possley

Zach Steber Kaydence
Harper

Rayce Kissinger Payton &
Easton Eder

Communion
Assistants Brayden Possley

Ginny Burkart
Desiree Kozlovsky
One Needed

Zach Steber
Three Needed

Nancy Gleffe
Kaydence
Harper

Ginny Burkart
One Needed

Ginny Burkart
Rayce Kissinger
Two Needed

Payton Eder
Easton Eder
Two Needed

Communion
Steward

Helen Malueg Needed Nancy Gleffe Ginny Burkart Lorna Koch

Greeters John Warren
One Needed

Peters Family Walkowiak
Family

Dunks Family Two Needed

Reader Desiree
Kozlovsky

Bev Possley Amy Spaude Scott Spaude Rob Urbaniak

Scrip
Volunteers

Steve & Angie
Larsen

Susan
Mittelstaedt

Steve & Angie
Larsen

Susan
Mittelstaedt

Steve & Angie
Larsen

Susan
Mittelstaedt

Steve & Angie
Larsen

Susan
Mittelstaedt

Steve & Angie
Larsen

Susan
Mittelstaedt

Ushers Dave
Zimmerman

Steve & Angie
Larsen

Andy Dorn
John Warren

Tracey &
Pamela
Krumrei

Pat & Shellie
Virtues

Jerry & Michelle
Cooper Family

John Warren
Lorna Koch

Technology
Team

Doug Malueg Madi Bloom
Zach Steber

Barb Dorn Eli Marchand Curt Anschutz

Welcome
Center

Eunice Redlin Chris Naze John Warren Nancy Valentine Lee Hoeft

Offering
Counters

Barb Dorn*
Dave & Ginny
Burkart

Doug & Jenn*
Cassel
John Warren

Barb Dorn*
Rob & Nancy
Gleffe

Kelly
Stellmacher*

Julie Eichman

Kelly
Stellmacher*

Julie Eichman



From the Church Office

Now that the Lighthouse is sent
online, make sure to update your
email with the church so you don’t
miss any of the important
information going out to members.

Please either write your
information on one of the green
cards located in the pews or send
an email to the church office.

There are PRAYER CARDS in the Narthex beneath the
nametags and in the pews. If you have a special prayer request,
please complete the form and place it in the offering plate or
place it in the office mailbox. Your prayer will be added to the
Prayer List and will remain there for 3 weeks. If you wish to
have the person’s name continue to be listed, you must notify
the church office in writing on a prayer card or by email. Be
sure to let us know when someone may be removed from the
prayer list as well. If you have questions, please contact the
church office.

Please be sure to send your March Lighthouse submissions to the church office

no later than February 15th. Go� Bles�!


