
St. John’s Lutheran Church
December, 2023

Location: 1253 County Road J, Little Suamico, WI

Mailing Address:
PO Box 55, Little Suamico, WI 54141

Office Phone: 920-826-7785
Website: www.stjohnlittlesuamico.org

Email: stjohnsls@stjohnlittlesuamico.org

Pastor Stacy Malzhan
Emergency Contact# 906-202-4415 (text ok)

Karie Peters
Office Manager, Director of Family & Youth Ministry

Janet Francies & Jan LaSota
Keyboardists

Office Hours---
Monday - Thursday, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
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In accordance with Jesus’ promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is at
home. Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by him at peace, without
spot or blemish. -2 Peter 3:13-14

With fighting in Israel and Ukraine, political gridlock in the
U.S., environmental challenges around the world, and other
deep problems, 2023 is ending on a sad note for humanity.

That’s a great reason to embrace Advent this year. Lost amid
the nonstop commercialism of Christmas, Advent is the
church’s traditional season of careful preparation and waiting-
two things our instant, “have-it-now” culture abhors.

If we don’t prepare our hearts and minds for the miracle of
Jesus – Emmanuel, God with us – how will Christmas be anything

more than just another secular shopping season? How can we expect the arrival of Christ to give us
strength, courage, insight and wisdom to deal with these troubled times?

Embracing Advent helps us to be good stewards of the Christmas season by reminding us that it’s not
about Santa Clause or shopping or parties, but by the miracle of God arriving in human form to save us
from ourselves.

Here are some ways to embrace Advent:
● Find – and follow – an Advent devotional.
● Increase your disciplines of prayer, scripture reading, and worship.
● As much as possible, hold off celebrating Christmas until December 25 (trust me, I understand this is

tough).
● Remember we need Christ to live fully as God intended.

Advent prepares us to receive Jesus with a full and joyful heart, to live in the abundance Jesus promises.
And as you are thinking about your Christmas purchases, please consider remembering St. John’s
Lutheran Church in your abundant giving. Your gifts throughout the year support our building as an
outpost for ministry, efforts to support our synodical efforts and to churchwide. It has been so fun
having our children help in the noisy offering to show and share with them how the little things can add
up to support someone we don’t know.

Thank you for the generosity you show year-round and for all the giving you do in the Advent and
Christmas season. God has blessed St. John’s to be a blessing in this community and beyond for 150
years and for that, I give thanks for you and to our Living God, Emmanuel!

Shalom,
Pastor Stacy



Greetings Members and Friends of St. John’s,

Of course, we do it backwards. In the secular world, we go nuts, sometimes for months, preparing for
Christmas. There’s the gift buying, the baking, the travel, the decorating, the tree, the parties, the shopping,
the special meals, the hit on the bank account. By the time Christmas comes, we just want it done. We’re
tinseled out and jingled out and 10 pounds heavier. We’re ready to throw in the towel before the Christ Child
arrives!

What if we said, “Enough Already!” and actually lived Advent as we’re meant to? A contemplative time, a
watchful expectant time, a time to prepare, certainly, for the coming of the Christ but without the frenzied
dramas that can steal our joy.

What if we actually started the Christmas celebration on Christmas Day, when God sent His only Son to
save us? Before that there was nothing to celebrate, only watchful waiting.

However we choose to celebrate the birth of the Christ Child, let us all remember to thank God for the
only gift that matters, the gift that truly keeps on giving, the Savior of the world.

With best wishes for a peaceful Advent and joyous Christmas season,
Betty Stevens



Income & Worship Attendance Summary October, 2023

Actual Current
Month

Budget Current
Month

YTD Actual YTD Budget YTD Actual vs
Budget

Total Offerings $13,102.84 $12,241.67 $115,132.83 $122,416.70 ($7,283.87)

Total Income $16,778.92 $12,241.67 $165,260.10 $122,416.70 $42,843.40

Total Expenses $53,793.88 $16,005.09 $216,323.69 $163,598.90 ($52,724.79)

Profit/Loss
Net Cash
Increase/(Decrease)

($37,014.96) ($3,763.42) ($51,063.59) ($41,182.20) ($9,881.39)

Average Weekly Attendance for October (In-person attendance only) 110.6

Please feel free to contact the church office for a complete financial report.

2023 Council Information:
Betty Stevens- President Curt Anschutz- Building & Grounds Liaison
Tracey Krumrei- Vice President Barb Dorn- Technology Team Liaison
Shellie Virtues- Secretary Sara Beth Holman- Stewardship Team Liaison
Steve Larsen- Treasurer Michelle Marchand- Outreach Team Liaison
Pastor Stacy Malzhan Rob Urbaniak- Youth & Education Team Liaison



Church Events & Updates

Affirmation of Baptism- Congratulations to our Confirmands on their commitment to
their Faith Journeys! Blessings to you Always!

Sunday, October 29, 2023
Rayce Kissinger & Madison Bloom



Youth & Education

Sunday School
Sunday School takes place following Worship until 11:00 am every Sunday. Children ages 3 and up
are welcome to attend! Children are always welcome to bring a friend as well! Please see Miss
Karie if you have any questions.

~The LYO is open to all Teens grades
6th through 12th Grades~

LYO Breakfast Club
Saturday, December 16th

Breakfast, Salvation Army Bell Ringing with the Women of St. John’s & Gift Wrapping for Sun
Valley Homes! Meeting Times & Locations coming via email to LYO Families soon!

Saturday, January 27th- Oconto Area Humane Society
February Breakfast Club- SYNOD YOUTH GATHERING! See details below!

LYO Bible Study

Sunday, December 17th
Sunday, January 14th
Following Worship in the LYO Room downstairs.
February Bible Study- SYNOD YOUTH GATHERING!

Confirmation (Now Called Club 9!)
3:00 pm - 6:00 pm
Sunday, December 3
Sunday, January 7
Sunday, January 28- Annual Congregational Meeting (attendance required)



Music, Entertainment, Prayer, Laughter & Fun– WHERE?
The Upcoming Synod Youth Gathering!!!

Please let Miss Karie know ASAP if your youth would like to attend! Registration is
open now. Miss Karie will attend with the group for this event. Synod Youth
Gatherings are an INCREDIBLE experience - memories which will last a lifetime!
Join teens from across the state for this fun weekend adventure in Faith!





Family Ministry

There is a sign-up sheet on the table beneath the mailboxes in the Narthex!





Oconto County Commission on Aging Meals

Served every Tuesday at St. John’s
Open to EVERYONE age 60 and over (younger spouses also welcome). NOT Income Dependent.

Please call the office if you would like to join us! (920) 826-7785









150th Anniversary Celebration Special Collection
continues for ELCA Good Gifts!

Now through the end of December, we will continue collecting for ELCA Good Gifts with our
next goal of Stocking a Health Clinic for a Month. For just $300, we can help care for others and
save lives from across the globe for 4 weeks.



Midweek Worship
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.

November 29, December 6, December 13, December 20
Simple Supper: Served from 5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. each Advent Wednesday

What is a Blue Christmas Service?
A service of remembrance, healing and hope, this service is held on or near the Winter Solstice- the longest
night of the winter season. For those struggling with grief, loss, or any life difficulties one may be holding,

this is a candlelight service with music, scripture reflection, prayer, and an opportunity for anointing-
to offer strength on our journey.

Please join us on Saturday, December 9th at 4:00 p.m.
Share the invitation with your friends and family.

Christmas Eve Worship Services
Sunday, December 24, 9:00 a.m.
Sunday, December 24, 5:00 p.m.



Please contact Karie in the Church Office if you are able to assist.
There is also a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in the Narthex.



Also In Our Church

Returning in
January, 2024



More Information Coming Soon!

Class will take place prior to our weekly meal
served by the Oconto County Commission on
Aging. Join us for a new year of fun, fitness
and fellowship!

Here’s to 2024 & Feeling Your Best!

Annual Congregational Meeting Notification



In our Community







December 2023
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
Office Closed

2
6pm
AA Meeting

3
9:00am
Worship Service
10:15am
Fellowship Hour
Sunday School
WOSJ Meeting

3:00pm-6:00pm
Club 9

4
Office Closed
6:30pm
B&G Team Meeting

5
11:30am
OCCA
Meal Site

6
5:00pm
Christmas
Program
Rehearsal
5:30pm
Simple Supper
6:30pm
Advent Worship

7 8
Office Closed

9
4pm
Blue Christmas
Worship

6pm
AA Meeting

10
9:00am
Worship Service with
Christmas Program

10:15am
Fellowship Hour with
Birthday Party for
Jesus

11
12:00 - 5:00 pm
American Red
Cross Blood Drive

12
11:30am
OCCA
Meal Site
6:30pm
Council

13
5:30pm
Simple Supper
6:30pm
Advent Worship

14 15
Office Closed

16
LYO Breakfast
Club Outing

6pm
AA Meeting

17
9:00am
Worship Service

10:15am
Fellowship Hour
Sunday School
LYO Bible Study

18
Annual Report
Submissions Due
5:30pm
Worship
Team
Meeting
6:30pm
IRS Book Club

19
11:30am
OCCA
Meal Site

20
5:30pm
Simple Supper
6:30pm
Advent Worship

21
Articles for
Newsletter Due

22
Office Closed

23
6pm
AA Meeting

24
Christmas Eve
9:00am
Worship Service

5:00pm
Worship Service

25
Christmas Day
Office Closed

26
11:30am
OCCA
Meal Site

5:30 pm
Y&E
Team

27 28 29
Office Closed

30
6pm
AA Meeting

31
New Year’s Eve
9:00am
Worship Service

10:15am
Fellowship Hour

1
Office Closed





Service in the Church
MONTHLY FELLOWSHIP SERVICE GROUPS

January
Nancy Valentine

Eric & Mary Ellen Hansen
Lorna Koch

Michelle Marchand
Nancy Moes

Bev & Dennis Possley
Renee Possley
George Zahorik

February
John & Mary Warren

Ashley Bloom
Len & Diana Brickett
Doug & Jenn Cassel

Scott & Tammy Kissinger
Dennis & Peg Mueller
Paul & Terri Poradek

Erin Willis

March
Curt & Sindi Anschutz

Mike & Beth Babik
Paul Delzer

Tim & Julie Eichman
Darrin & Alyssa Evans
Vic & Sandy Heitzkey
Mark & Joanne Risso

Shari Seidl
Rick & Nikki Yedica

April
Doug & Helen Malueg
Donn & Marie Behling
Dan & Kelly Deau

Jake & Nicole Dembroski
Shaun & Alana Eder
Brett & Holly King

Tom & Barbara King
Todd & Roxanne Kissinger

Scott & Amy Spaude

May
Pam & Tracey Krumrei

Jerry & Sara Arndt
Tina Bergh

Darrell & Carol Brehmer
Dan & JMarie Freis

Arlene Giese
Pam Giese

Ralph & Judith Kleczka
Fran Koski

Desiree Kozlovsky
Lisa Rosenberg
Rick Rosenberg

June
Bill & Lee Hoeft

Tim & Brenda Bloom
Brian & Natasha Chapman

Nick & Kim Dunks
Jan Francies
Janet Heider

Bruce & Betsy Russell
Kevin & Wendy Smith

Kathie Surges
The Urbaniak Family
Larry & Lynne Wirtz

Jenny Yakes

July
Roger & Eunice Redlin
Jessy & Jacqueline Haid

Jim & Joni Holtz
Bill & Kay Kissinger

Keith & Karen Kolstad
Bruce & Jan LaSota
Megan Raymaker

Sam & Brenda Walkowiak
Keith Werner

Janet Wiegman

August
Tim & Karen Heimerl

Clayton & Brenda Kutska
Robert & Melissa Luedtke
Riley & Chuck McDermid
Darrell & Chris Naze
Ken & Susy Pagel

Chad & Kelly Stellmacher
Greg & Tammy Yager

Ken Yost

September
Duayne & Pat Rosenberg

Pat Bastian
Travis & Renee Falkowski

Stephanie Hakkila
Jim & Brooke Hilbert

Todd & Sara Beth Holman
Steve & Angie Larsen

Larry Schmidtke
Dave Zimmerman

October
Dave & Ginny Burkart

Joe & Lauri Cahoon-Draus
Bill Foster

Rob & Nancy Gleffe
Bill & Kelly Heier

Michael & Kim Mahr
Peggy Miller-Ponschock

Susan Mittelstaedt
Bob & Linda Slaby

November
Jerry & Michelle Cooper

Andy & Barb Dorn
Robin Schmit Dorn

Roger & Cheryl Lambert
Tom & Chris Lemke
Tim & Karie Peters

Tyler Sager
Diana Sefcik

Mark & Barbara Seiltz
Beth Wentz

December
Pat & Shellie Virtues

Peggy Bennett
Dennis & Dawn Brouillard
John & Dawn Demeny

Doris Fleck
Julie Kroupa

Sharon Schultz
Betty Stevens

Brian & Anne Virtues

Thank you to our November 2023 Service Group!



Faithful Servants for December
Worship Assistants are Needed for December Services.

Please see the sign-up sheet in the Narthex.
Sunday
Dec. 3

Sunday
Dec. 10

Sunday
Dec. 17

Sunday
Dec. 24
9:00 a.m.

Sunday
Dec. 24
5:00 p.m.

Sunday
Dec. 31

Acolyte Brayden
Possley

Grace Wagner MadiBloom Needed Needed Kaydence
Harper

Communion
Assistants

Shellie Virtues
Brayden
Possley

Bev Possley

Ginny Burkart
Easton Eder
Payton Eder

Bev Possley
Madi Bloom
Brayden
Possley

Ginny
Burkart
Two
Needed

Three
Needed

Kaydence
Harper

Two Needed
Communion
Steward

Shellie Virtues Chris Naze Helen Malueg Needed Needed Needed

Greeters Nick & Kim
Dunks

Melanie
Dunks

John Warren
Easton Eder
Payton Eder

Tim & Karie
Peters

Grace Wagner

Two
Needed

Two
Needed

Barb Dorn
One Needed

Reader Kim Dunks Betty Stevens Shellie Virtues Needed Needed Sindi
Anschutz

Scrip
Volunteers

Steve & Angie
Larsen

Susan
Mittelstaedt

Steve & Angie
Larsen

Susan
Mittelstaedt

Steve & Angie
Larsen

Susan
Mittelstaedt

Steve & Angie
Larsen

Susan
Mittelstaedt

Ushers Andy Dorn

John Warren

Tracey &
Pamela
Krumrei

Pat & Shellie
Virtues

Jerry &
Michelle
Cooper

John
Warren

Lorna Koch
Two Needed

Andy Dorn
John Warren

Technology
Team

Doug Malueg
Madi Bloom

Nikky Urbaniak
Eli Marchand

Barb Dorn
Easton Eder

SaraBeth
Holman

Needed Kaydence
Harper

Welcome
Center

Nancy
Valentine

Lee Hoeft Eunice Redlin Needed Needed Needed

Offering
Counters

Barb Dorn*
Dave & Ginny
Burkart

Kelly
Stellmacher*

Julie Eichman

Doug & Jenn*
Cassel

Michelle
Marchand

Barb Dorn*
Rob &
Nancy
Gleffe

Needed Barb Dorn*
Dave & Ginny
Burkart

Please let Karie Peters know if you would like to join any Worship
Assistant rotations for upcoming services.



“Thank you for showing your appreciation to

your Pastor who loves you ALL dearly! I am

blessed to be among you doing God’s work.”

~Pr. Stacy



From the Church Office

Annual Report Submissions are due to the office
NO LATER THAN DECEMBER 18, 2023.

Now that the Lighthouse is sent
online, make sure to update your
email with the church so you don’t
miss any of the important
information going out to members.

Please either write your
information on one of the green
cards located in the pews or send
an email to the church office.

Please be sure to send your January Lighthouse submissions to the church office
no later than December 21st.

Go� Bles�!


