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Growing up, we always watched 4 Christmas Carol, along with many other favorite Christmas movies and shows. My
favorite version starred George C. Scott as Ebenezer Scrooge. So, I was especially excited to discover this year’s
Advent series entitled The Redemption of Scrooge. A Christmas Carol has always been one of my favorites possibly
because it feels strikingly relevant to our lives.

As we move into the busier weeks ahead, I often wonder what we miss when we get swept up in the busyness and
consumerism of the season. Do we really take time to slow down and reflect on the year? I know I often find myself
reminiscing about Christmases past, wondering about Christmases still to come—even this one—and looking forward
to the moments that await us on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day.

I first remember seeing George C. Scott in the movie Patton, for which he won the Academy Award for Best Actor. In
the film, Scott portrayed General George S. Patton, a controversial World War II hero—a deeply flawed man, much like
his later portrayal of Scrooge. I’ve often wondered why Scott played such characters with such authenticity. In digging
deeper, I learned that Scott was a member of Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church in Hecktown, Pennsylvania.

I suspect that Scott brought a certain personal vulnerability to the characters he portrayed. Perhaps, grounded in his
faith, he understood how easily we rely on ourselves rather than remembering that we are the body of Christ and what
God has done for us in Jesus. If you’ve seen both films, you may understand what I mean.

All this to say, I am truly excited to take a deep dive into scripture this

Advent through the lens of one of the most beloved Christmas stories

of all time. We’ll journey with Scrooge and hear Jesus’ reminder of

what was, what is, and what is to come. We will be reminded of God’s 0
promises and hold tightly to them as we move toward a future we have

not yet lived.

heaven, was born into meager means, and walked alongside those
whom the world cast aside. What a joy it is to hear God’s good news
proclaimed to all!

I look forward to celebrating this season with you!
God bless us, everyone & Merry Christmas!

In Christ-

Fr. Stacy

Jesus’ incarnation was—and still is—the hope of the world. We need
only live into the peace, hope, love, and joy that came down from e S S



Income & Worship Attendance Summary

October 2025

Actual Current Budget Current YTD Actual YTD Budget YTD Actual vs
Month Month Budget
Total Offerings $13,002.58 $12,295.00 $127,351.92 $122,905.00 $4,446.92
Total Revenue $11,017.04 $12,295.00 $150,576.55 $122,905.00 $27,671.55
Total Expenses $16,691.95 $15,880.75 $171,424.56 $168,602.50 $2,822.06
Profit/Loss ($5,674.91) ($3,585.75) $(20,848.01) ($45,697.50) $24,849.49
Net Cash
Inireaasi/(Decrease)
Average Weekly Attendance for October (In-person attendance only) 78

Please feel free to contact the church office for a complete financial report.

2025 Council Information:

Sara Beth Holman- President, Stewardship Liaison
(email address: sara.b.holman@gmail.com)

Amy Spaude- Vice President
Desiree Kozlovsky- Secretary,Outreach Liaison

Barb Dorn-Financial Secretary, Technology Team Liaison
Curt Anschutz- Building & Grounds Liaison

Pastor Stacy Malzhan

Betty Stevens- Outreach Team
Rob Urbaniak- Youth & Education Team Liaison
Steve Larsen- Treasurer

Michelle Marchand- Outreach Team Liaison
Bev Possley- Worship Team Liaison

Looking
Ahead

Thank you!

Please be sure to give all of your December
Offerings no later than our Worship Service on
Sunday, December 28" if you would like them
included on your 2025 Giving Statement.




Youth & Education

Faith Finders! (Sunday School)

Classes take place weekly following Worship until 11:00 a.m.
S ' C//lﬁﬁ( Sunday School Registration Forms:
ag https://forms.qgle/qpCVul gxfAFkUGnp8

Children ages 3 and up are welcome to attend! Children are always welcome to
bring a friend as well! Please see Miss Karie if you have any questions.

Sunday School Classes will be on a Christmas Break until January 4, 2026.

W Teens ages 6" through 12" Grades~

Lutheran Youth

organization  Club 9 Class: Weekly Classes on Wednesdays, 5:45 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

LY ~The LYO (Lutheran Youth Organization) is open to all

Breakfast Club: Saturday, January 10" 2026, at Kingdom Come Food Pantry.
Meet at church at 7:40 a.m. Breakfast at JoJo’s. Volunteer 9-11am.
Sign up with Miss Karie today!

LYO Bible Study:

= -

Sunday, December 21
Following Worship in the LYO Room downstairs.

11/26/2025| Thanksgiving Break No Class

12/3/2025|Advent Worship with Dinner

Christmas Program Rehearsal,
12/7/2025|10:15-Noon

12/10/2025

Christmas Program Rehearsal,
12/13/2025|9:00am-11:00am

12/14/2025|Christmas Program

12/21/2025(LYO Bible Study, 10:15-11:00

12/24/2025|Christmas Eve No Class
12/31/2025|New Year's Eve No Class
1/7/2026|New Year Break No Class

1/10/2026|LYO Breakfast Club



https://forms.gle/qpCVuLgxfAFkUGnp8
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Midweek Worship
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.
December 3, December 10, December 17
Simple Supper: Served from 5:45 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. each Advent Wednesday

Sunday Worship Topics
= Sunday, November 30: “Bah Humbug! Making Change”
‘ BIFQ:SdUS Sunday, December 7
* every one! “The Remembrance of Christmas Past: Hope from Heartbreak”
8 Sunday, December 14: “The Life of Christmas Present: Look Upon Me”
Sunday, December 21: “The Hope of Christmas Future! Death-Defying Acts”
Christmas Eve: “The Redemption of Scrooge: Keeping Christmas Well”

Olece

Chtistmas o

a service of remembrance and hnp(

o

What is a Blue Christmas Service?

A service of remembrance, healing and hope, this service is held on or near the Winter Solstice- the longest
night of the winter season. For those struggling with grief, loss, or any life difficulties one may be holding,
this is a candlelight service with music, scripture reflection, prayer, and an opportunity for anointing-
to offer strength on our journey.

Please join us on Saturday, December 20" at 4:00 p.m.

Share the invitation with your friends and family.

Christmas Eve Worship Services
Wednesday, December 24, 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday, December 24, 7:00 p.m.
Worship Assistants are Needed ~ Please see the next page to help.



Worship Assistants are needed for Christmas Eve Services.
Please click here to sign up or contact Karie in the office to volunteer.

Christimas Eve
Worship Assistants Needed-

5:00 pm 7:00 pm
Worship Service Worship Service

Ushers 1- | 8
2. 2
3. 3

Communion
Assistants 1 o
2. 2
3. 3
4. 4

Communion

Steward
Greeters i {15
2. 2
Welcome Desk
Reader 1. | 8
2 2
3 3.
Acolyte
Technology

Offering Counters



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1L9DVJt_9sTmpsJbe-tnW736uHfXxuJ3_NwJA3NAqyr4/edit?usp=sharing

Order Yﬂur

Chrwmas Ponseltiass

St. John’s will be ordering poinsettias from
The Flower Shoppe in Oconto Falls for our
Sanctuary this Holiday Season.

» All plants are 6.5 inches and sell for $20.00 each.
This price includes foil and a bow.

Flowers are available in your choice of
red, white or pink.

Orders due by December 3rd

Please see Shellie Virtues if you have any questions.




American
¥ Red Cross

. GIVE SOMETHING

Jhat Meous
. q e

St. John’s of Little Suamico
Blood Drive

Monday December 8th
12:00pm- 5:00pm

1253 County Rd J
Give a gift, get a gift! Give blood 12/8-18 & get a $15 Amazon Gift Card by email!
reblood.org/gift
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Schedule your blood donation appointment today!
1-800-RED CROSS | RedCrossBlood.org | Download the Blood Donor App



Do your Foliday Shopping with
St. Jobn's

Gift Cands!

Numerous Cards to Choose From!
Great Gifts, Gift Additions, Stocking Stuffers!

A percentage of all sales goes directly to St. John's Lutheran Church!

Stop at the SCRIP Table in the Narthex today!

Fundraising o

”mShop

Children’s Christmas Program, 2025
Save the Dates
Rehearsals

Sunda Vs December 7—10:15 a.m. to Noon
Saturda Y, December 13— g:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.

Program
Sunday, December 14— during Worship

\\\ \

Brown Bag Bible Efudy

Meets weekly on
Thursdays at 11:30 a.m.
Please bring your lunch and join us for an engaging Bible Study.
All are Welcome!




' ““QT’E' that time of yvear ﬂgum.

:t* MARINE CORPS RESERVE

* We will once again be colledting toys at 5t. Johns!
Collection Dates are October 1—December 5.
Please place your donations in the

Toys For Tots box in the Marthex. ,.*_,

: ...h&iﬁ 4 .
ALL donattons go to help families in need within Oconto County only. Last year Toys for Tots

helped over 500 children within the county and expects to have a greater need this year. Your
generosity is greatly appreciated!

GIvVIino

Tree s

WELCA is coordinating gift giving for the 20 residents from
Sun Valley Assisted Living in Oconto.

The residents’ Christmas wishes are on tags hanging on the Christmas tree in the
Narthex. Please consider taking a name from the tree. Each resident has shared what their

wishes are. Some have more wishes than others. If you aren’t able to complete the wishes,
consider asking a church member to share the list with you.

All tags and gifts must be returned to the office no later than December 7. Gifts may be
wrapped or unwrapped. Please be sure to artach the tag you take from the tree to your gifi(s)
and leave the tag with your name on it in the Main Office.

Any questions, please contact Jennifer Cassel at 920-619-5880.

| Thank you!
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families passing faith on
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Find Resources like this and SO MUCH MORE on our customized website!
https://faithforwardnow.org/church/stjohnslittlesuamico/

ady to TALK,
AY, to PRAY,
e FAMILY

WELCOME!
FREE interactive and creative resources for every family.

INVITE and share with all parents, grandparents, neighbors, and friends.

St. John's Lutheran Free Resources For All Families!

Wiekcome 1o the Failh Forward rescurce Web ste. This FREE site & for everyons. We encourage you to
C h urc h e and share with a8 parents, granaparents, eghbors, and fends. Enoy hese CEaive, fn aciiies
ang discussions 1o practically and playfully be tamily)

hitps:/istjohnslittlesuamico.org/

FREE "Faith on the Go” RESOURCES

& This Week's Download

Come back each week
or
add your emad to receive weekly

& Subscribe For Weekly Emails

S



https://faithforwardnow.org/church/stjohnslittlesuamico/

WomérELCA 2

St. John’s WELCA Officers

Sindi Anschutz- President  Tammy Yager- Vice President/ Treasurer  Angie Larsen- Secretary

Upcoming Meeting Date: Sunday, December 14"  Following Worship

ALL women of the church are welcome to attend! Our meetings are filled with discussion and decision making about how
WELCA may best support our church, the local community and the greater community and world.
Please join us!
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Click here for more Synod-wide WELCA News: Synod WELCA Newsletter~ Open Door

ASPECIAL

WEATHER
STATEMENT

HOW WILL I KNOW???

If weather becomes inclement Monday — Friday, we will follow school closures for the Oconto
Falls, Oconto, and Howard-Suamico School Districts. If school is cancelled, so will any events
at church, including any worship services.

If inclement weather occurs on Saturday or Sunday, please watch your email (if you subscribe
to the electronic newsletter), local news stations and our Facebook page for updates.

If events at church are not cancelled, please use your best judgement about driving to church.
We want you to do what is best for your safety.


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EAtGM-CuBkRBLMOBlJWyIcU7i20pbsza/view?usp=sharing

Updates from EPH (Ecumenical Partnership for Housing)

EPH Partnership Church Update

Ecumenical
Partnership
Jor Housing

"Give Them Roots and Create Wings"

Turning a House Into a Home:

Celebrating Community and Transformation
...Thanks to Our Dedicated Team

As we welcome fall and begin preparations for
Thanksgiving, I am reminded that change can bring
warmth and hope—not just in the seasons, but in the
lives of the families we serve. At Ecumenical Partnership
for Housing, our mission goes beyond providing shelter;
we offer stability and selutions leading to self-sufficiency
for families facing homelessness.

This season, I am especially grateful for the incredible
teamwork that brought our latest duplex renovation
project on Edgewood Drive to life. Thanks to the vision
and leadership of Wendy and her crew, Josh and Chad,
the transformation process was expertly spearheaded
from start to finish. Their commitment ensured that
every detail was addressed and that the project ran
smoothly.

Of course, no renovation is complete without
the hands and hearts of volunteers. Chris and her
dedicated team worked tirelessly to make sure that
every room reflected great care. From painting walls
to cleaning the kitchen, their many efforts helped to
create a welcoming home.

We also extend our sincere thanks to Mary Jo,
Marlene, and Diane, whose talent and creativity in
decorating added to the final, beautiful touches. Their
attention to detail helped turn empty spaces into
warm, inviting rooms where families can begin to build
new memories and dreams.

It is through this shared commitment of our
partnership churches, generous donors, dedicated
volunteers and your prayers that we are able to offer
not just physical shelter, but a place where hope can
flourish. On behalf of the board and all those whose
lives have been touched by these efforts, thank you for
helping us turn a house into a home.

I am locking forward to seeing you on Thursday
November 20 at our Grace and Gratitude Event.
Wishing you all a memorable autumn, filled with
gratitude.

Kitty Barry, Board President

Ecumenical
Partnership

Jor Housing

to hopefulness.

2025 Holiday Newsletter

move from homelessness

To see the full EPH Holiday Newsletter,
Click HERE

Helping families with children


https://irp.cdn-website.com/a1424838/files/uploaded/EPH-Holiday-2025-Newsletter-WEB-FINAL.pdf

In our Community

FEnjoy the beauty and
majesty of sacre

b Christmas carols,

bright selections for

organ and piano,

and more...

No tickets needed'
ations at door welcome

1:00 pm & 7 00 PM - PR v sc
Nativity of Our Lord - g Code &

Catholic Church
2270 S. Oneida St., Green Ba;

Fosting Policy Apgprc
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» Dec. 6 1ou &7PM |Dec 20 11»'\»1&39\1

Link to F. acebook Event



https://www.facebook.com/share/16iTPMjU9d/
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Concértat 7 p.m
het ‘_Free-adrﬁ;isSion
Collecting non-perishable
food items for Paul’s Pantry

MEMORY CAFE FUN!!

IN THE WOLF RIVER REGION

July
Regional Trip
to the o M in
Tues. July Bth @ 1pm
Please call for details!

Registration is required by July 3rd

August
Regional Trip
to the Beyer Home in Oconto
Tues. August 12th @ 1pm
(Limited transportation is available)

Please call for details!

November
Holiday Craft
+ Tigerton: 11/4 @pm at the
Community Center
» Shawaneo: /1 @ 1pm at the
Shawano Civic Center
« Keshena: 11/12 @ 1pm at the (FACE
Center)-Omaegnomenewak
Wetohkatikamek
* Oconto: 11/18 @ 1pm at the Bond
Center in Oconto
* Lakewood: 11/20 @ 1pm at the
Lakes Country Library |

« Tigerton; 9/2 @ 1pm at the Comm.Center
+ Shawane: 9/9 @ 1pm at the Civic Center
+ Keshena: 9/10 @ 1pm at the (FACE
Ceonter
O

. Qmmﬂinsmmmuulwc.nm
« Lakewsood: 9/18 @ 1pm ot the Lakes
Country Library

istration is ired Bth
September December
Games and Puzzles Regional Trip

to the Festival of Trees at the
National Train Museum in Green Bay
Tues. Dec. 9th @ 1pm
(Limited transportation is available)
Please call for details!
Registration is required by:
December 5th, 2024

October

Pumpkin Painting
+ Tigerten: 10/7 @ 1pm at the Tigerton
Community Center
« Shawano: 10/14 @ 1pm ot the Shawano
Civic Conter
+ Keshena; 10/8 @ 1pm at the (FACE
Center) Omaegnomenewak
Wetohkatikamek
« Oconto; 10/21@ 1pm at the Bond
Center in Oconto
+ Lokewood: 10/16 @lpm at the Lakes
Count

For questions or to register for
any Memory Cafe ~ Please call:

Johanna or Mary at:
855-492-ADRC(2372)

C DR
FORGET '?.ME NOT

CHRISTMAS COOKIE WALK &

KRINGLE BAKE
OUR REDEEMER’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

11005 Cty Rd M, Suring, WI
(Sponsored by Women of the Church)

12th Annual ?

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2025
9:00A.M. — 11:00A.M.

Cookies $9.00 per pound
Kringle $8.00 each
Free coffee will be served

Many festive cookies,
candy, jams, pickles and
many other items
to fill your Christmas boxes



https://www.facebook.com/events/1220582013423754

b A December 2025 & A

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 Advent 1 4 5 6
5:45pm 11:30am, Brown Office Closed 6pm
Simple Supper Bag Bible Study AA Meeting
6:30pm
Advent Worship
7 8 9 10 Advent 2 11 12 13
8:00am, 12 pm - 5:00pm | 6:00pm, Council | 5:45pm 11:30am, Brown Office Closed 9:00am-11:00am
Advent Choir Rehearsal American Red Simple Supper Bag Bible Study Children’s
9:00am Cross Blood 6:30pm Christmas
Worship Service Drive Advent Worship Program
10:15am I Rehearsal
Fellowship
Building & Grounds American 6pm
Children’s Christmas o Cross AA Meeting
Program Rehearsal 5:30pm,
Worship Team
14 15 16 17 Advent 3 18 19 20
Children’s Christmas | Annual Report 5:45pm 11:30am, Brown Office Closed 4:00pm, Blue
Program Submissions Simple Supper Bag Bible Study Christmas
Due 6:30pm Worship
8:00am, \ . Articles for m
Advent Choir Rehearsal 6:00pm, Advent Worship Newsletter Due
9:00am IRS Book Club
Worship Service
10:15am
Fellowship! 6pm .
WELCA Meeting AA Meeting
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
8:00am, 5:30pm, Y&E Christmas Eve Christmas Day - | 6pm
Advent Choir Rehearsal Team 5:00pm Office Closed Office Closed AA Meeting
9:00am ) Worship Service
Worship Service 7:00pm
10:15am Worship Service
Fellowship
LYO Bible Study
28 29 30 31
9:00am i 3 B 3 New Year’s Eve
Worship Service Karie Working | Karie Working office closed | FOr the most current event and
from Home from Home . . .
10:15am calendar information, go to our website
Fellowshi .
P and click on the “Events & Calendar”
Last Day for 2025 tab:
Offerings St. John's Little Suamico Website



https://stjohnslittlesuamico.org/

December

Dec.1 PatRosenberg
Dec.2 Tim Eichman
Dec.3 Nick Dunks, Tim Peters
Dec.4 Dan Freis, Sam Walkowiak
Dec.5 Josephine Coyier
Dec.6 Cheri Stage
- 3 Dec.8 Natasha Chapman, Kare Peters,

Betsy Russell, Katie Steber
Kamdyn Lance, Kimber Lance
Hunter McDermid, Jaxon Schwartz

Bill Foster, Rob Gleffe, Ralph Kleczka Il
v

Brittany Russell, Brian Virtues

Amber Delzer, Peggy Mueller, Liz Slab
Edward Borowitz, Bill Kissinger
Marie Behling

Susy Pagel

Madison Bloom

Jesus

Dan Deau, Cameron Stewart !
Jim Holtz, Huxtin Schaal




Monthly Fellowship Groups- 2025

November

Andy & Barb Dorn

Robin Schmit Dorn

Roger & Cheryl Lambert
Tim & Karie Peters

Jerry & Michelle Cooper

Diana Sefcik

Mark & Barbara Seiltz
Doug & Tess Smith

Beth Wentz

December

Roger & Eunice Redlin

Jessy & Jacqueline Haid
Jim & Joni Holtz
Bill & Kay Kissinger
Keith & Karen Kolstad
Bruce & Jan LaSota

Megan Raymaker
Sam & Brenda Walkowiak

Keith Werner
Janet Wiegman

Faithful Servants for December

Worship Assistants are Needed for December Services.

Please see the sign-up sheet in the Narthex.

Sunday Sunday Sunday Sunday Sunday
December 7 | December 14 |December 21| December 28 January 4
Acolyte Needed Needed Needed Needed Needed
Communion |No Communion |No Communion Shellie Virtues Four Needed Nancy Gleffe
Assistants Three Needed Three Needed
Communion |No Communion |No Communion Shellie Virtues Helen Malueg Nancy Gleffe
Steward
Greeters Ginny Burkart Pat Rosenberg Tim & Karie Peters | Two Needed Ginny Burkart
Pat Rosenberg One Needed Pat Rosenberg
Reader Duayne Needed Shellie Virtues Sindi Anschutz Needed
Rosenberg
Scrip Steve & Angie Steve & Angie Steve & Angie Steve & Angie Steve & Angie
Volunteers Larsen Larsen Larsen Larsen Larsen
Susan Susan Susan Susan Susan
Mittelstaedt Mittelstaedt Mittelstaedt Mittelstaedt Mittelstaedt
Ushers Andy Dorn Tracey Krumrei Jerry & Michelle Lorna Koch Steve & Angie Larsen
Fran Miller Pat & Shellie Cooper Family John Warren Dave Zimmerman
John Warren Virtues
Technology |Curt Anschutz Eder Family Needed Rayce Kissinger Doug Malueg
Team
Welcome Nancy Valentine Pat Rosenberg Beth Wentz Eunice Redlin John Warren
Center
Offering Barb Dorn* Calculator Person |Doug & Jenn* Barb Dorn* Barb Dorn*
Counters Dave & Ginny Needed* Cassel Rob & Nancy Gleffe [Dave & Ginny Burkart
Burkart Julie Eichman John Warren

Please let Karie Peters know if you would like to join any Worship Assistant rotations for upcoming services.

It ceems that our world ic FULL of acronyms~

What do ours mean?

e 0 | - () = ELCA- Evangelical Lutheran Church of America
l VBS- Vacation Bible Sehool

L) _
J A I:CI R l O | N Y l M EPH- Ecumenical Partuership for Housing (YO- (utheran Youth Organization

,,,,, WELCA- Women of the Evangelical (utheran Church of America




From the Church Office

Annual Report Submissions are
N due to the office
e NO LATER THAN DECEMBER 15, 2025.

ANNUAL

CONGREGATIONAE"
MEETING g

PLEASE JOIN US - N

Sunday, January 25, 2026
Following Worship

Please be sure to give all of your December
Offerings no later than our Worship Service on
Sunday, December 28" if you would like them
included on your 2025 Giving Statement.
Thank youl!




Mobile Giving

Giving made

3 !
Fast — even EASIER!
Simple g
P ! Simply scan the

Secure

St. John’s QR Code and
complete your mobile
donation in minutes!

All Announcements are
Due to the Office

NO LATER THAN THE

PRATER

WEDNESDAY PRIOR TO
YOUR ANNOUNCEMENT DATE.

There are PRAYER CARDS in the Narthex beneath the
nametags and in the pews. If you have a special prayer request,
please complete the form and place it in the offering plate or
place it in the office mailbox. Your prayer will be added to the

EEQUESTS . Prayer List and will remain there for 3 weeks. If you wish to

% fm ane anotfer...

Location:
1253 County Road J, Little Suamico, WI

Mailing Address:
PO Box 55, Little Suamico, WI 54141

Office Phone: 920-826-7785
Website: www.stjohnlittlesuamico.org
Email: stjohnsls@stjohnlittlesuamico.org

Pastor Stacy Malzhan
Emergency Contact# 906-202-4415 (text ok)

Karie Peters
Office Manager, Director of Family & Youth Ministry
Janet Francies, Jan LaSota & Wayne Wentworth
Keyboardists

Office Hours
Monday - Thursday, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Call for an appointment with Pastor Stacy.

have the person’s name continue to be listed, you must notify
the church office in writing on a prayer card or by email. Be
sure to let us know when someone may be removed from the
prayer list as well. If you have questions, please contact the
church office.

Please be sure to send your January
Lighthouse submissions to the church
office no later than December 18%,

God Bloss!
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