
   
      

St. John’s Lutheran Church
July/August, 2024

Location: 1253 County Road J, Little Suamico, WI

Mailing Address:
PO Box 55, Little Suamico, WI 54141

Office Phone: 920-826-7785
Website: www.stjohnlittlesuamico.org

Email: stjohnsls@stjohnlittlesuamico.org

Pastor Stacy Malzhan
Emergency Contact# 906-202-4415 (text ok)

Karie Peters
Office Manager, Director of Family & Youth Ministry

 

Janet Francies, Jan LaSota, JP Peterson
Keyboardists 

Office Hours---
Monday - Thursday, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Call for an appointment with Pastor Stacy.

Gather  Grow  Go

http://www.stjohnlittlesuamico.org


       

Allegiance and Independence

As a Pastor, I am called to preach and teach God’s 
word so when patriotic holidays roll around, I 
sometimes struggle with singing patriotic songs 
and having flags in our sanctuary because our 
allegiance is to God. The struggle is that I am a 

patriotic member of this earthly kingdom as well, having had 
family members who served, friends who have served and 
died for our freedoms, and I was also a military wife. I 
struggle because our theology affirms “we are to Love God 
with all our heart, all our soul and all our mind.” First 
Commandment: We are to fear, love, and trust God above all 
things. In Luther’s Small Catechism, we are not even offered 
a “What does this mean?” explanation as the other 9 
commandments offer. This is sure and true!

While we do not do this, did you know that there are Pastors 
who refuse to allow flags in the sanctuary or who will not 
sing “patriotic” songs in worship? The Bible does not say we 
cannot do these things in worship, but it also does not say we 
shouldn’t mud wrestle in the sanctuary. Which leads me to a 
reminder of why we come to worship. We gather to confess 
and receive and hear God’s forgiveness, hear God’s word, 
call upon God in prayer and praise (in word and song) and 
receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 
fellowship of the communion of saints.

Each year it would behoove of us to reread the Declaration 
of Independence to be reminded of why our forefathers 
gathered and what those early patriots were able to 
accomplish in the idea of freedom for all. As we watch wars 
rage on across the seas, where atrocities are happening to 
innocent people, medical crises, and starvation, we need to 
be reminded of the freedoms that have been taken away from 
those people. 

These patriotic holidays are an opportunity to realign our 
priorities. I feel like when we celebrate Lent and Advent, we 
talk a lot about remembering who our strength is, who is our 
path, who gives us direction in life, and who we are to 
always turn to, so I am taking this secular holiday to do that 
again. Founders of the United States pledged their lives, 
fortunes and their sacred honor, what would we pledge? And 
probably the toughest question is: Would we make that same 
kind of sacrifice for God? We pledge our allegiance to the 
flag of the United States of America, but do we first and 
foremost pledge allegiance to the God who gave his only 
Son so that we may have life eternal? It is fine to pray for the 
country and the military. It is essential to remember that our 
primary loyalty must be to the kingdom of God.

Independence Day also affords us the opportunity to reflect 
on our individual chains and the chains we put upon one 
another, knowingly or unknowingly. What is keeping us and 
our neighbors from the freedom we have been given in the 
life, death and resurrection of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus 
Christ? Because our God first loved us, we have a freedom 
like no other. We are free to be the people of God and free to 
love our neighbors as ourselves and essentially, if you really 
think about it, that is why we celebrate Independence Day.

I pray you always remember that you are free every day 
because you are a beloved child of God who will not forget 
you nor will God forsake you. I pray you have a safe and 
wonderful summer with family and friends and remind you 
that we have so many wonderful things happening at St. 
John’s and an exciting fall to look forward to as well. 

I look forward to seeing your Flat Jesus Adventures, too. 
#flatjesussjlc24

In Christ – Pr. Stacy

The following titles are listed under National Songs in our hymnal's topical index, page 1186: 
O Beautiful for Spacious Skies: For Our Country (a prayer that may be applied to any nation, written by a 20th-century 
Japanese author) 

The Battle Hymn of the Republic (Inspired by an abolitionist song, and composed as a response to slavery during the Civil War, it 
is sung today in celebration and anticipation of Christ's return and final victory.)

To these some may wish to add: Lift Every Voice and Sing (A song of hope and faith with images derived from the experiences of 
African-Americans in the USA, many consider this their "national anthem.") 



Greetings!

As we embark on the first of our bimonthly newsletters, I share my thanks for your
willingness to “go with the flow” in adopting this change. While there are no other
impending changes on the horizon, we must continue to look forward and be open 
to doing things differently than we have in the past.

Over the next several months, using ELCA resources as a guide, we will be working 
on building a policy and procedure manual for St. John’s. In addition to personnel 
policies, the manual will include policies on things like building use, finances, 
memorial funds, etc. If anyone has questions, information to share, or an interest in 
collaborating on the project, please let me or Pastor Stacy know.

Now for the fun stuff! Be sure to mark your calendars for the many events we have
coming up including a golf outing, VBS, outdoor worship services, the church picnic, 
the auction, etc. And please, prayerfully consider where and how you can make 
yourself available to help with any (or all) of these events.

Have a wonderful summer!

Best,
Sar� Bet� Hol���



Income & Worship Attendance Summary May, 2024

Actual Current 
Month

Budget Current 
Month

YTD Actual YTD Budget YTD Actual vs 
Budget

Total Offerings $8,951.75 $12,350.00 $57,754.27 $61,750.00 ($3,995.73)

Total Revenue $10,155.75 $12,350.00 $69,421.55 $61,750.00 $7,671.55

Total Expenses $15,879.84 $16,742.28 $86,346.59 $88,007.37 ($1,660.78)

Profit/Loss
Net Cash 
Increase/(Decrease)

($5,724.09) ($4,392.28) ($16,925.04) ($26,257.37) $9,332.33

Average Weekly Attendance for May (In-person attendance only) 90

Please feel free to contact the church office for a complete financial report.

2024 Council Information:
Sara Beth Holman- President, Stewardship Liaison Curt Anschutz- Building & Grounds Liaison
Tracey Krumrei- Vice President Michelle Marchand- Outreach Team Liaison
Shellie Virtues- Secretary Amy Spaude 
Barb Dorn-Financial Secretary, Technology Team Liaison Betty Stevens- Outreach Team
Pastor Stacy Malzhan Rob Urbaniak- Youth & Education Team Liaison

Building & Grounds Meeting Schedule Change:
Building & Grounds will now meet the first Sunday of each month following Worship.



Youth & Education
     

LAST CHANCE TO REGISTER!!!!  

  VBS 2024~
        SCUBA!
      7/15/24~7/19/24
     8:00 am - Noon

Register Here→

  



Curious as to who has the most influence in your children and 
grandchildren’s lives for Faith Formation?

Wondering how you can share your faith with your children and/or grands?
Not sure HOW to do faith formation outside of church?

Here’s How:
Faith Forward!

In late April, I was blessed with the amazing opportunity to travel to Grand View 
University in Des Moines, IA to begin participation in Faith Forward- a fabulous new way 
of “doing” faith outside of our church walls. Proud to have been selected as one of the 
first 20 students in this program (only 20 are selected annually after applying and 
interviewing with program directors), I went in with incredible energy and enthusiasm. 
After all, the program is designed to bring innovative ideas for Family Ministry to small 
rural congregations!  My three days there began my training on how to bring this 
ministry to St. John’s and I left SO excited to share EVERYTHING that I had learned… It 
was hard to wait to introduce our congregation to this program!  But I still had a little 
more learning to do after being together as a group in Des Moines. Finally, it’s time!

Our church growth depends on Family Ministry growth- 
and to have fresh, new and time-appropriate ideas is a BLESSING!

Over the next few weeks, I will be sending emails to further introduce Faith Forward and 
what the program is about and o�ers to EVERYONE in our church family.   I will also be 
setting up activity tables in the Fellowship Hall with fun things to explore, adding 
activities to the Sermon on the Steps and VBS, and including items in the weekly bulletins 
and email blasts.  

Our children and grandchildren’s primary faith influencers are YOU- parents, grandparents, 
congregation family and family friends.  Did you know that?  It’s not Pastor Stacy or me 
(although we would like to think it is 😂)- It’s YOU. 



While I introduce the program to our congregation over the next few months, I am also in 
need of parents and grandparents who would be interested in being part of this journey 
with me by trying some activities at home right now!  Being a part of Faith Forward 
means that we are also helping the program to evolve and become better and better. We 
need the opinions and feedback of our church families to do this.  I will give you 
EVERYTHING you need! Activities are SIMPLE, not time-consuming, and FUN.  As we 
explore Faith Forward together, I will be participating in several upcoming Zoom 
Meetings with the Faith Forward Team and Participants to share, explore, create and 
innovate!  I need YOUR help to make this opportunity the VERY best it can be for St. 
John’s. Please let me know if you are interested in being part of this fantastic 
opportunity! As a program requirement, I need to have a minimum of  5-8 grandparents 
and 5-8 parents join me on this journey. Your participation requires only a brief 
introduction to the program and your honest feedback. Your gains will be PRICELESS time 
spent with your children and grandchildren and passing your faith on to the ones you love. ❤

In closing, be sure to watch for more information on all of the really great resources that 
are available to our church as a result of our participation in Faith Forward! In fact…  
Here’s the first surprise:  Take a look at this incredible website that was created 
specifically for St. John’s Lutheran Church in Little Suamico, WI!  Whoop Whoop! 🥳 🎉
Simply scan the QR code below!

Blessings!
Karie Peters



The LYO will once again be selling Pulled Pork Nachos at Harvest Fest!
Come get them before they sell out!



                



The Oconto County Commission on Aging Meal Sites returned to St. John's on 
Tuesday, June 25, 2024! 

THESE MEALS ARE NOT INCOME DEPENDENT!!!
Meals are served weekly at 12:00 noon, with the exception of July 16th due to VBS.





















Most Needed Items this Year:

Ticonderoga Pencils
Glue Sticks

Expo Markers
Backpacks









                Jul� 2024   
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

   

 1 2
11:30am
  Meal Site

3 4  Office Closed 5
Office Closed

6
6pm 
  AA Meeting

7
8:00am, EOF Rehearsal

9:00am 
   OUTDOOR Worship Service

10:15am 
   Building & Grounds Meeting
   Fellowship Hour
   

12:00pm, Golf Outing

8

5:30pm
  Worship Team
  Meeting 

9
11:30am
  Meal Site

6:30pm
  Council

10 11 12
Office Closed

13
6pm 
  AA Meeting

14        
8:00am,  EOF Rehearsal

9:00am 
   Worship Service w/EOF
10:15am
  Fellowship
  WELCA Meeting

15

6:00pm, 
  IRS Book Club

16 17 18 19

Wedding 
Rehearsal

20
Virtues/Barfknecht 
Wedding

6pm 
  AA Meeting

Vacation Bible School - SCUBA! - 8:00 a.m. - Noon

21  
9:00am 
   Worship Service 

10:15am
  Fellowship

22 23

11:30am
  Meal Site

5:30pm
  Y&E Team 

24 25 26

Office Closed

27
6pm 
  AA Meeting

28  
9:00am 
   Worship Service 

10:15am
 Fellowship

29 30
11:30am
  Meal Site

31





Augus� 2024   
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

   

 1 2
Office Closed

3
6pm 
  AA Meeting

4
8:00am, EOF Rehearsal

9:00am 
  OUTDOOR  Worship   
  Service with Thurmont 
  Ridge

10:15am 
   Church Potluck Picnic

11:00am, 
  Building & Grounds Mtg

12:00pm, Golf Outing
    
 

5 6
8:30am, 
  Synod Golf 
  Outing

11:30am
  Meal Site

7
Office Closed

8
Office Closed

9
Office Closed

10
6pm 
  AA Meeting

11        
8:00am,  EOF Rehearsal

9:00am 
   Worship Service w/EOF
10:15am
  Fellowship
  WELCA Meeting

12
5:30pm
  Worship Team
  Meeting 

13

11:30am
  Meal Site

6:30pm
  Council

14 15 16

Office Closed

17

6pm 
  AA Meeting

18  

9:00am 
   Worship Service 

10:15am
  Fellowship 

19
6:00pm 
  IRS Book Club

20
11:30am
  Meal Site

21 22
Articles for 
Newsletter Due

23

Office Closed

24

6pm 
  AA Meeting

25  
9:00am 
   Worship Service 

10:15am
 Fellowship

26 27
11:30am
  Meal Site

5:30pm
  Y&E Team 

28 29 30

Office Closed

31
6pm 
  AA Meeting





Service in the Church

January
Roger & Eunice Redlin

February
Nancy Valentine

Jessy & Jacqueline Haid
Jim & Joni Holtz
Bill & Kay Kissinger
Keith & Karen Kolstad
Bruce & Jan LaSota

Megan Raymaker
Sam & Brenda Walkowiak
Keith Werner
Janet Wiegman

Eric & Mary Ellen Hansen
Lorna Koch

Michelle Marchand
Nancy Moes

Bev & Dennis Possley
Renee Possley
George Zahorik

March
John & Mary Warren

April
Curt & Sindi Anschutz

Ashley Bloom
Len & Diana Brickett
Doug & Jenn Cassel
Scott & Tammy Kissinger

Dennis & Peg Mueller
Paul & Terri Poradek
Erin Willis

Mike & Beth Babik
Paul Delzer

Tim & Julie Eichman
Darrin &  Alyssa Evans

Vic & Sandy Heitzkey
Mark & Joanne Risso

Shari Seidl
Rick & Nikki Yedica

May
Doug & Helen Malueg

June
Pam & Tracey Krumrei

Donn & Marie Behling
Dan & Kelly Deau
Jake & Nicole Dembroski
Shaun & Alana Eder

Brett & Holly King
Tom & Barbara King
Todd & Roxanne Kissinger
Scott & Amy Spaude 

Jerry & Sara Arndt
Tina Bergh

Darrell & Carol Brehmer
Dan & JMarie Freis

Arlene Giese
Pam Giese

Ralph & Judith Kleczka
Fran Koski

Desiree Kozlovsky
Lisa Rosenberg
Rick Rosenberg

July
Tim & Brenda Bloom

August
Tim & Karen Heimerl

Tim & Brenda Bloom
Brian & Natasha Chapman
Nick & Kim Dunks
Jan Francies
Janet Heider
Bill & Kelly Heier

Bruce & Betsy Russell
Kevin & Wendy Smith
Kathie Surges
The Urbaniak Family
Larry & Lynne Wirtz
Jenny Yakes

Clayton & Brenda Kutska
Robert & Melissa Luedtke
Riley & Chuck McDermid

Chris Naze

Ken & Susy Pagel
Chad & Kelly Stellmacher

Greg & Tammy Yager
Ken Yost

September
Duayne & Pat Rosenberg

October
Dave & Ginny Burkart

Pat Bastian
Travis & Renee Falkowski
Stephanie Hakkila
Jim & Brooke Hilbert

Todd & Sara Beth Holman
Steve & Angie Larsen
Larry Schmidtke
Dave Zimmerman

Joe & Lauri Cahoon-Draus
Bill Foster

Rob & Nancy Gleffe
Michael & Kim Mahr

Susan Mittelstaedt
Bob & Linda Slaby

November
Pat & Shellie Virtues

December
Jerry & Michelle Cooper

Peggy Bennett
Dennis & Dawn Brouillard
John & Dawn Demeny
Doris Fleck

Sharon Schultz
Betty Stevens
Brian & Anne Virtues

Andy & Barb Dorn
Robin Schmit Dorn

Roger & Cheryl Lambert
Tom & Chris Lemke
Tim & Karie Peters

Tyler Sager
Diana Sefcik

Mark & Barbara Seiltz
Beth Wentz



 Faithful Servants for July
Worship Assistants are Needed for July Services.

Please see the sign-up sheet in the Narthex.

 
Sunday
July 7

Sunday
July 14

Sunday
July 21

Sunday
July 28

Acolyte Needed Needed Needed Needed

Communion 
Assistants

Four Needed Four Needed Nancy Gleffe
Three Needed

Ginny Burkart
Three Needed

Communion Steward Helen Malueg Needed Nancy Gleffe Ginny Burkart

Greeters John Warren
One Needed

Two Needed Dunks Family Two Needed

Reader Amy Spaude Scott Spaude Rob Urbaniak Needed

Scrip
Volunteers

Steve & Angie  
  Larsen

Susan 
  Mittelstaedt

Steve & Angie  
  Larsen

Susan 
  Mittelstaedt

Steve & Angie  
  Larsen

Susan 
  Mittelstaedt

Steve & Angie  
  Larsen

Susan 
  Mittelstaedt

Ushers Tracey & 
 Pamela Krumrei

Pat & Shellie Virtues

Jerry & Michelle 
  Cooper Family

John Warren

Lorna Koch

Steve & Angie 
  Larsen

Dave 
  Zimmerman

Technology Team Easton Eder Nikky Urbaniak Needed Barb Dorn

Welcome
Center

Chris Naze John Warren Nancy Valentine Needed

Offering
Counters

Dan* & JMarie 
  Freis

John Warren

Kelly Stellmacher*

John Warren

Doug & Jenn* Cassel

Betty Stevens*

Barb Dorn*

Rob & Nancy 
 Gleffe



 Faithful Servants for August
Worship Assistants are Needed for August Services.

Please see the sign-up sheet in the Narthex.

 
Sunday 

August 4
Sunday

August 11
Sunday

August 18
Sunday

August 25
Sunday
Sept. 1

Labor Day Wkend

Acolyte Needed Needed Needed Needed Needed

Communion 
Assistants

Four Needed Shellie Virtues
Three Needed

Chris Naze
Three Needed

Four Needed Four Needed

Communion 
Steward

Lorna Koch Shellie Virtues Chris Naze Helen Malueg Needed

Greeters Walkowiak Family John Warren
One Needed

Dunks Family Two Needed John Warren
One Needed

Reader Lauri 
 Cahoon-Draus

Kelly Stellmacher Nancy Valentine Duayne 
 Rosenberg

Betty Stevens

Scrip
Volunteers

Steve & Angie  
  Larsen

Susan 
  Mittelstaedt

Steve & Angie  
  Larsen

Susan 
  Mittelstaedt

Steve & Angie  
  Larsen

Susan 
  Mittelstaedt

Steve & Angie  
  Larsen

Susan 
  Mittelstaedt

Steve & Angie  
  Larsen

Susan 
  Mittelstaedt

Ushers Andy Dorn

John Warren

Tracey & 
 Pamela Krumrei

Pat & Shellie 
  Virtues

Jerry & Michelle 
 Cooper Family

John Warren

Lorna Koch

Steve & Angie 
  Larsen

Dave 
  Zimmerman

Technology 
Team

Eli Marchand Nikky Urbaniak Sara Beth Holman Needed Curt Anschutz

Welcome
Center

Eunice Redlin Chris Naze John Warren Nancy Valentine Needed

Offering
Counters

Barb Dorn*

Dave & Ginny 
 Burkart

Dan* & JMarie 
 Freis

John Warren

Kelly Stellmacher*

John Warren

Barb Dorn*

Rob & Nancy 
 Gleffe

Barb Dorn*

Dave & Ginny 
 Burkart

Please let Karie Peters know if you would like to join any Worship Assistant rotations for upcoming services.



From the Church Office

Now that the Lighthouse is sent 
online, make sure to update your 
email with the church so you don’t 
miss any of the important 
information going out to members. 

Please either write your 
information on one of the green 
cards located in the pews or send 
an email to the church office.  

All Announcements are 
Due to the Office 

NO LATER THAN THE 
WEDNESDAY PRIOR TO 

YOUR ANNOUNCEMENT DATE.

There are PRAYER CARDS in the Narthex beneath the 
nametags and in the pews. If you have a special prayer request, 
please complete the form and place it in the offering plate or 
place it in the office mailbox. Your prayer will be added to the 
Prayer List and will remain there for 3 weeks. If you wish to 
have the person’s name continue to be listed, you must notify 
the church office in writing on a prayer card or by email. Be 
sure to let us know when someone may be removed from the 
prayer list as well. If you have questions, please contact the 
church office.

Please be sure to send your September/October Lighthouse submissions to the church 

office no later than August 22nd.  Go� Bles�!


